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SPECIAL INVITATION
AS A GUEST SPEAKER

 
2018 REVIEW
 
WHO?
 
 Executives
 Entrepreneurs
Mid-level managers
Consultants
Change makers
NGO leaders
 
Women: 119   Men: 3
 
 

 
YOU ARE INVITED TO CONNECT WITH INDUSTRY LEADERS

AND CHANGEMAKERS, INSPIRE CHANGE AND JOIN THE
MOVEMENT TO ADVANCE WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP IN THE
WORKPLACE AND PROMOTE THE FINANCIAL INCLUSION

OF WOMEN IN THE MARKETPLACE
 

European
s

60%
American

s
15%

Asian
s

15%

African
s

10%

 
The Rise & Lead Women invites you as a special
guest of honor to address our attendees during our
2nd annual summit – a leadership and connection
event that focuses on bridging the gender gap by
offering demonstrated skills and insights for
business growth and leadership. 
 
The Rise and Lead Summit connects leaders,
company executives, business owners, emerging
leaders, NGOs and change-makers to engage in
meaningful conversations, analyse best practices,
and redefine the leadership paradigm for women in
the workplace and marketplace. 
 
The main focus of Rise and Lead Summit 2019 is to
explore how we can collectively close the gender
wealth gap and build a more prosperous world for
families,  companies and communities.
 
The Rise and Lead Women platform inspires,
educates and empowers women in business and the
companies that support them on key topics relating
to diversity & Inclusion, wealth creation and
building a sustainable future.
 
Rise & Lead Founders Ebere Akadiri  and Poonam
Barua will  present the summit in partnership with
selected partners and sponsors.
 
The theme for the 2019 Rise and Lead summit is:
Women. Business.  Sustainability.
 
The topics to be focused on are found below. Please
take a look and choose a topic that best sparks your
interest.
 
Kind Regards
Ebere Akadiri
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Why Attend the Summit

Achieve your diversity and inclusion goal:  Share your values and your CSR with
engaged audiences who patronize organizations that are making impact in
inclusion and diversity.
 
Enhance Your Business Performance:  Be better equipped to design and execute
successful hiring and promotion procedures that will  be more open and inclusive.
 
Increase Your Reach:  Extend your brand awareness and improve your chances to
attract,  retain and strengthen the leadership pipeline in your organization
through our events and customized mentorship programs for women in
leadership.
 
Expand Your Customer Base  through Rise and Lead Women’s dedicated media
outreach
 
Build Your Reputation:  Be recognized as a change maker and a strong advocate
of women in leadership
 
Hear and learn how some of the leading companies are achieving their D & I
goals.
 
A safe space  to engage and confront a toxic culture that hinders equality and
embrace and support the new paradigm- balanced leadership.
 
Connect with other executives ,  build win-win-relationships and expand your
network

FOR COMPANIES



Letter from
The Founders

EBERE AKADIRI

“The active participation of women, on equal terms
with men, at all  levels  of  decision-making is
essential to the achievement of equality,  sustainable
development,  peace and democracy.” Poonam Barua
 
At Rise and Lead, we believe in balanced
leadership and sustainable business practices.
 
We believe that having more women with
diverse backgrounds, rise and take charge in
the workplace (and the marketplace) is one of
the keys to driving positive, sustainable change
in our world today.
 
It ’s exciting to see the number of women that
are making it to the top slot in corporations,
non-profit ventures, politics,  business and
STEM fields. Women are leading successful
businesses, raising capital and making a
significant impact.  They are becoming more
prominent, assuming leadership roles and
changing the leadership paradigm both in the
workplace and marketplace.
 
In spite of these positive steps, the World
Economic Forum projects that it  will  still  take
217 years to close the economic gender gap.
We’re determined to close the gap sooner by
accelerating and advancing women’s leadership
in every workplace and marketplace. Our goal
is to provide a platform where accomplished
leaders and emerging leaders can connect,
share ideas, and lead change. At Rise and Lead,
we encourage women to take an active role, get
visible, raise their voices, unleash their
potential,  and get seats on the table where
decisions are made. We empower women
through personal leadership learning, creating
a case for change and providing a safe place for
collaborations and knowledge exchange.
 
Rise and Lead Women believe that men are not
the enemy, but recognize the culture that has
kept us in this situation for long. We encourage
men to support women and be open to lead
alongside them.
 
 

POONAM BARUA

 
Companies and organizations at the forefront of
gender-equality are invited to join the summit to have
the opportunity to share and exchange knowledge on
new trends and best practices to help them facilitate
change faster.
 
Sustainability and Wealth Creation
Women are talented and bring multiple unique styles,
skills,  and perspectives to the corporations and
organisations they are part of as well as the businesses
they own. Yet the ecosystem is unequal and
unfavorable for women. In order to drive wealth
creation and sustainable businesses across the globe
we need to ensure companies and policy makers build
ways to maximise female engagement and leadership
in the workforce and marketplace. Not doing so is bad
economics.
 
The Rise and Lead Summit 2019 is about building
dynamic and inclusive economies, where everyone is
given an equal opportunity to create wealth for
themselves, their families,  and societies they are part
of.  The Summit is about all  global communities
reaching their highest potential and building a
sustainable future, for ALL.
 
The Rise and Lead Summit inspires change through
inspiring keynote speeches, hands-on workshops,
plenary sessions and CEO Roundtables.
 
We invite you to join our movement to create a new
leadership paradigm – balanced and human – for a
prosperous and sustainable society.
 
With love and gratitude,



Rise & Lead
Summit Outline

The leaders who attend the Rise and
Lead summit are change agents and
thought leaders who believe they have
something to contribute towards
building a prosperous and sustainable
world. They believe in balanced
leadership and they demonstrate their
beliefs by taking strategic actions
towards building a better world for all .
 
Ready to discover your leadership style,
create wealth, leave a legacy and use
your voice to influence change towards
a more prosperous world?
 
Attend the Rise and Lead Summit.

The Rise and Lead Women invite you to a 2 day
transformational summit designed to help you connect

with Executives and industry leaders,  share best practices,
learn new skills and accelerate women leadership journey

and impact.

SUMMIT FEATURES

6 plenary session
16 interactive workshops: Connect,
learn and grow through interactive
and hands-on sessions with trusted
workshop leaders.
7 small circle theme meetings
Investors corner
Networking sessions
Breakfast and Lunch
Pre-event opening Gala
Closing Borrel



8:00 - 9:00 am

 

9:20 - 10:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

10:00 - 10:30 pm

 

10:30 - 12:00 am 

 

 

 

12:00 - 1:30 pm

 

1:30 - 3:00 pm

 

 

 

 

3:00 - 3:30 pm

 

 

 

3:30 - 4:00 pm

 

4:00 - 5:30 pm

 

5:30 - 6:00 pm

 

 

 

 

6:00 pm - Ends

Welcome & Opening Speech by Ebere Akadiri

 

Keynote 1 - Keynote 1 :   Women and Wealth

Creation: Focus on Business Sustainability towards

a more prosperous economy. The ecosystem is

unequal. How to create equal opportunity for

women by Poonam Barua

 

Coffee Break

 

Women, Business and Sustainability: Addressing

the leaking corporate pipeline and how it affects

the economy.

 

Networking Lunch

 

Dealing With Unconscious Bias: Building An

Inclusive Culture. Men weigh in on gender equality.

Confronting the systemic cultures and stereotypes

that hinder progress: 

 

Keynote 2 - Women and the Economy: Financial

well-Being For Women In Business. Main sponsor

presentation

 

Networking Coffee Break

 

Workshop Series 1

 

Closing Plenary Session: Meet the Women Leading

the Way in Creating A Balanced and Sustainable

world. Female luminaries at C-level positions share

their vulnerabilities and successes. 

 

Closing & Networking

SUMMIT DAY 1: SEPTEMBER 19

Preliminary Summit Schedule



SUMMIT DAY 2: SEPTEMBER 20

Preliminary Summit Schedule

8:00 - 9:00 am

 

9:20 - 10:00 am 

 

 

 

10:00 - 10:30 pm

 

10:30 - 12:00 am 

 

 

 

 

 

12:00 - 1:30 pm

 

1:30 - 3:00 pm

 

3:00 - 4:00 pm

 

4:00 - 4:30 pm

 

4:30 - 5:00 pm

 

 

5:00 - 6:00 pm

Welcome & Opening Speech

 

Keynote Speaker: Sustainability in Business:

Exploring the role of Diversity, Inclusion and wealth

Creation in the Workplace

 

Coffee Break

 

Plenary Session 4: Leading with purpose and soul:

Developing a mind-body-spirit consciousness.

Connecting your work to your values. Managing all

that is important while contributing to an equitable

world.

 

Networking Lunch

 

Forum Discussions & Breakout Sessions

 

Workshop Series 2

 

Break

 

Closing Plenary Session: Advancing Women in

Leadership, Business Success & Sustainability

 

Networking Borrel



Rise & Lead
Summit
at A
Glance

Plenary Sessions
 
Over 20 panels,  keynote addresses,  and workshops presented by experts and
thought leaders from across the globe covering topics that will  help catalyse
your leadership. In 2018, 120+ leaders and change makers from different
nationalities   joined us – we expect even more in 2019! More organisations,
more women, more men, more networks, more breakouts,  mentoring
corners,  more networking for deeper connections and more valuable
content!
 
We have invited thought leaders, industry leaders and female luminaries to
share their wisdom and knowledge to inspire you to rise, build a prosperous
future and a sustainable company
 
Interactive Workshops
Join a hands-on workshop based on your career path and growth trajectory.
We will  have workshops for everyone. Whether you are an entrepreneur,
professional,  executive or organizational leader, you can choose from 8 of
our well crafted  workshops to support your growth. The workshop
facilitators are experts in their fields.
 
Connections, Nourishment and Networking
We have 6 networking coffee sessions, unlimited drinks and snacks all
through the day and lunch sessions each day. All Participants are encouraged
to network during each break. 
 
 
Mentoring Circles and Small Forum Discussions
To encourage women organizations to meet potential members and networks,
we will  provide dedicated sessions to organizations that address: women in
STEM, women in the media, women in food and sustainability, women in
politics and women in business,  Women in Supply Chain. This will  be an
opportunity to facilitate a short Q & A session and networking.



2019 summit speakers

 
Event Details
Rise and Lead Summit 2019
Theme: Women. Business.
Sustainability
Date :   September 19 & 20
Venue: NH Hotel- WTC, The Hague
Travel and Accommodation
To be announced…..
 
 
Confirmed Speakers:
Poonam Barua, Chairman/CEO, WILL
Global Forum
Ndidi Nwuneli,Board Member, DSM
and Founder, LEAP Africa
Marguerite Soeteman- Reijnen,
Chairman AON
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summit
Take

Away

Access:  
Gain access to experts,  business executives, and industry leaders for future
collaborations
 
A Safe Space to Connect:
We create a space where professionals and business leaders can connect and
support each other, engage in meaningful conversations, gain new knowledge,
and practice being bold and asking for what you are worth.
 
Win-Win Collaborations:  
Forge new friendships with global minded leaders and expand your network
for future joint partnerships
For entrepreneurs :  gain access to investors and financial institutions to grow
and expand your business. .  
 
Inspiration:
You will  be inspired to raise your aspirations to reach your maximum
potential 
 
Education:  
We will  equip you with the right skills and mentorship necessary to thrive in
careers and businesses
For Managers and Professionals:  You will  learn more  about new career
opportunities,  and how to thrive at the workplace
 
Financial Intelligence :
Build financial consciousness and understand wealth creation strategies
 
For Communities:
Find your tribe, future speakers for your meetings, attract new members,
collaborate with other networks and build meaningful relationships 
For Companies:  extended brand recognitions and attract the right talent 
For emerging leaders:  Gain confidence, clarity, and boldness and be exposed to
new networks



T h e  R i s e  &  L e a d  S c h o o l  o f  S u s t a i n a b l e  B u s i n e s s :
 

The  Ri se  and  Lead  School  o f  Sus ta inab le  Bus iness  was  crea ted  to
support  female-owned bus iness  owners  in  acquir ing  the  r ight

educat ion ,  communi ty  and  funding  to  grow the i r  bus inesses  us ing
dig i ta l  technolog ies .  Our  Entrepreneur ia l  Leadersh ip  Deve lopment
Program i s  be ing  p i lo ted  in  The  Nether lands ,  wi th  p lans  for  fu ture

expans ion  in  emerg ing  countr ies  and  around the  g lobe .  For  us  to
achieve  th i s ,  we  wi l l  need  par tners  l ike  your  organiza t ion ,  who are

a l igned  wi th  our  miss ion  to  promote  the  f inanc ia l  inc lus ion  of  women
in  the  marketp lace .

 
T o  S p o n s o r  o r  p a r t n e r  w i t h  u s ,  c o n t a c t :

e b e r e @ r i s e a n d l e a d w o m e n . c o m


